START

SCENE 3C: SERENA/NICK

(SERENA enters. She sees NICK reading his book.)

SERENA
Excuse me, but aren’t you... aren’t you that guy from the
peanut butter commercial?

NICK
Yeah. But do me a favor, don't “spread it around.”
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SERENA
Why not? I'd kill to have a national commercial on the air.

NICK

You sound like my mom. She’s been dragging me to auditions
since I was three.

SERENA
[ wish I had a mom like that,

NICK
Trust me, you don’t.

(NICK goes back to reading his book.)

SERENA
(after a beat)
My name’s Serena Katz.

NICK
I know. I saw you in homeroom.

SERENA
Do you think... I mean, I hate to impose, but... could I have
your autograph?

NICK
~ Look, I'm sorry. But I came here so I could concentrate on my
studies.

SERENA
But why? You're already a pro. I bet you've even got your
Actors” Equity card.

NICK
I want to be a real actor, not just some TV hack. Have you ever
read Stanislavsky?

SERENA
Stan who?

NICK
Konstantine Stanislavsky. He founded the Moscow Arts
Theater in 1897. He and his friends struggled and starved, but
that was okay, because they believed in what they were doing.
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SERENA
Wow, you're really into this.

NICK '
You have to be. The work... the craft... that’s all that really
matters. Listen to this—

(NICK reads from “An Actor Prepares.”)

“The actor must learn to use the magical ‘if.” What ‘if?” From
the moment of the appearance of this ‘if,’ the actor passes from
a plane of actual reality into a plane of another life, created
and imagined by himself. Believing in this life, the actor can
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begin to create...”
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START

SCENE 8: BAND ROOM

(We see SCHLOMO playing. After a few notes
CARMEN enters, but is not seen by SCHLOMO. After
a few beats CARMEN startles him by tapping him on

the shoulder.)
SCHLOMO
Geez. I didn’t hear you come in.
CARMEN
Sorry, I didn’t mean to scare you. Genius at work, right?
SCHLOMO
I'm hardly a genius.
CARMEN

You know Schlomo, your problem is you don’t have enough
confidence. Like that piece you play all the time... solid gold.
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SCHLOMO
It’s for Sophomore Composition. I've been working on it for
weeks, but... I feel like something’s still missing.

CARMEN
Maybe this’ll help.

(CARMEN hands him a piece of paper.)

They’re lyrics! I wrote ‘em to go with that tune. Go ahead,
check ‘em out.

SCHLOMO

Carmen, this isn’t a song, it's a sonata.

CARMEN
What difference does it make? I know a top ten hit when I
hear one.

SCHLOMO
You really think so?

CARMEN
Guaranteed to go platinum like that!

(She snaps her fingers.)

But then I guess you hear this stuff all the time. Compliments
and stuff—

SCHLOMO
Are you kidding? I come from a family of perfectionists.
Nothing I do is ever good enough.

CARMEN '
Hey, I hear what you're sayin’. So you wanna take the lyrics
for a test drive?

SCHLOMO
Yeah!

END
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START

SCENE 11: CARMEN/SCHLOMO HALLWAY

—_ (School Hallway. CARMEN and SCHLOMO enter.)

CARMEN
You know what the problem with this school is, it’s too
confining... like a prison.

SCHLOMO
So, I guess that means somebody had another run-in with
Myers.

CARMEN

First I'm not being honest, then I'm indicating. Now he’s got
me stuck doing sense memory. When do I get to do some real
acting?

SCHLOMO
Maybe you have to learn to be real before you can learn to act.

(This hits her like a slap in the face.)

CARMEN
You know, Schlomo. Sometimes you sound like one of them.

~ SCHLOMO

“One of them?” Carmen, teachers aren’t some sort of alien
race. Maybe Myers could help you.

CARMEN
Help me with what? You think I got some kinda problem?

SCHLOMO ,
No...  mean, yeah. I mean... well, maybe you do. It’s like all
this stuff about being famous all the time. Maybe you should
take a break from that?

CARMEN
Look, Mr. Metzenbaum, Mr. Son of the Famous Violin
Virtuoso, some people get handed life on a silver tray. The
rest of us have to reach out and grab it.

(CARMEN starts to exit.)

SCHLOMO
Carmen, wait. I'm sorry. I didn’t mean to make you angry.
I just wish... I wish you didn’t feel like you have to fight all
the time.
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CARMEN
I'm a survivor. That’s who I am. Take it or leave it.

SCHLOMO

(still angry)
Okay. All right. T'll take it. I'll take it.

CARMEN
Wait a minute. What did you say?

SCHLOMO
I said I'd take it. Carmen, don’t you know that good times or
bad, we are a team.
(takes her hands)
Hey, I finished that new song we were working on. It turned
out pretty good.

CARMEN
Of course it did. With my words and your music, how could
we lose?
SCHLOMO

Come on. I'll play it for you.

END

(They exit as we segue into next scene.)
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